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W~all-less Cells %etiied. Another chapter. by Z. A. XMe-
(Ice and R. G. Wittier. establishes

The Miropttasnu~tales and the I.4'Imasst ol1 av Xptahle terminology fair the %%;all-
ttncterta. Li1o~utra ltsvo trK. I'd. A4pple. Ietective variant phase% of bacteria anti
In 'centuary -(rofis. New Yok 1969. xxi brjit toihi hems recent inforita-

71K thu. ~tion tin their clinical significance A di%-
That organism% which lack cell wall% cussion (if the taxonomic position of the

are under intensive study i% evident m~ coplasmas and the reasoning that led/
front the table of contents and the site to their present classificattion was en-
of this booik. *rhe editor has drassn it- liviitetin to this reviewer. Ahe'opas#,iu.

Mther 26 chapters by 35 contributors, the ottl cnus% so far assigned to the
niostlv from the Second International family NI ycoplasmataccae. has 35 spe-
C'onference on the fliolones tf the MNco- cies. which are listed by. name in the
plaia% held in 1966. F~ifteen of the hook. Ii uhat %%ill he done with the
chapters are updated and expanded %er- 1-strakins of NI. C. Shepard ii not clear.
slons oft papers puiblishcd earlier in the hot the possibilit% of ;another icentus
871I-piage proceedling~s of the 1 96(1 con- lictu-b1 assitneit to this group appear% to
fcarence (Ilioosv of the I~tIt~.s he tinder consideratioin. Since nt%co-
Annals of the New York ACaden011% of lla%mw;a are free of cell usalls ;and differ
Scienices. %ot. 243. 1067) in other iniportant respects fromt hac-

Hxy usual definition. mycoplasmas ire teria. thev %hotild be aligned into a new
found in nature and L-phase or-_.animtis. class, andl the sugeeted name is Mil-
as the editor prefers to call themii. art: iwtitte t soft %kin)'
deristed from bacteria. Variotis proper. The repetition ;appearing in the intro-
ties. shared by miveoplasmas and I -forms tlictorv sections of various chipters
base led to ;a hypothesis that is ditliettlt could have been avoided: however'the
to stithstdntiate. that is. that tu~eoplas. ;articles are vaell organized. clearly %arit-
nias are deseentlat-ts of bacteria. The ten., tho&rotmiliv referenced, and comn-
reqluiremlent for sterol. a propert% of preheiisive. The bovok is; not abundantly
antimal cells not yet reported for bac- tllustrated. but does contain sparkling
teria. ;anti the failure of nucleic: acid photograph% of ntyccplasma organisms
hotmology techniqutes to confirm genetic -.s viewed uinder the electron micro.
relatedness are cited in this volutue as% %copec. Photographs shown in the chap-
evidence to the contr:irv,. One m~ay ter by W. A. Clyde which reveal the
wonder. nevertheless, why other oppos. diveksified morphoclogy resulting from
inl: arguments are not included, progress of growtIh arec .:.peeially strik-

Ins estigators delving into the possible ing. The book, covering topics which
role of L-phase organisms as agent% of range from stuidies of' ultrast ructuLre to
clinical disease wtill do well to read the the epidenitiolpgy Of Af * oPliissma puieu-
chapter by W. Hijnians andi his col- 'i:.'niaetsjjould he a useful addition to
leagus from the Netherlands. The the wealth of reference m~aterial now
thinking in this chapter. supported by available to educators, research workers.
18 pages. of references. does not seek it, and stuidents; of microbiology.
debuink the hypothesis that 1. orcganisnis YORK E. CRAWF'ORDl
have sutch roles. However, the pitfalls% Afvg'upltria Research, fliision.
for the researcher investigating this I%%-Nta ~('ua Reseafwcl Unit No. 4.
pothcsis are clearlv and forcefull% tpre- Great 1.041-N. lfj,jV
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